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1.0    Aim of Pathway 
 

The aim of the Retinopathy of Prematurity Pathway is to describe the care pathway to be followed once a 
baby has been identified as meeting screening or treatment thresholds within Thames Valley and Wessex 
Neonatal Network. 

 
2.0    Scope of Pathways 

 
This pathway applies to all neonatal and maternity units covered by Thames Valley 
Neonatal Network. This includes the following hospitals: 

 
Thames Valley 

TRUST Hospital Designation 

Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust - John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford 
NICU 

Cardiac 

Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust 
- Stoke Mandeville Hospital, 

Aylesbury 
LNU 

Frimley Health NHS Foundation Trust - Wexham Park Hospital, Slough LNU 

Milton Keynes University Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust 

- Milton Keynes General Hospital 
LNU 

Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust - Reading LNU 

 

Wessex 

TRUST Hospital Designation 

University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation 
Trust  

- Princess Anne Hospital  NICU 
Cardiac Surgical 

Portsmouth Hospitals University NHS Trust  - Queen Alexandra Hospital  NICU 

Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  - Dorset County Hospital, 
Dorchester  

SCU 

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust  - Basingstoke and North Hampshire 
Hospital 

LNU 

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust  - Royal Hampshire County Hospital, 
Winchester  

LNU 

Isle of Wight NHS Trust  - St Mary's Hospital  SCU 

University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust  - Poole Hospital LNU 

Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust  - Salisbury District Hospital LNU 

University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust  - St Richard's Hospital, Chichester  SCU 
 

3.0 Background 
 

Retinopathy of prematurity ROP is a developmental retinal vascular disorder that occurs in the retina of 

preterm infants with incomplete retinal vascularization. Treatment for ROP includes laser or intra ocular 

injection and is a time critical intervention that prevents progressive deterioration in visual function in 

preterm infants. It is not a frequently performed procedure. National guidelines RCPCH Screening of 

Retinopathy of prematurity March 2022 (revised from 2008) state that services should be delivered on a 

network wide basis. In Wessex and Thames Valley there are two distinct pathways which are described in 

Appendix 1 and 2 respectively. 
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4.0 Principles 
 
Key principles which have been agreed nationally and are widely accepted include: 

• Individual Trusts are responsible for the provision of ROP screening. These should comply with 
National recommendations for timing. Compliance with screening is audited annually through the 
NNAP programme. 

 

• Where babies are transferred either before ROP screening is initiated or when it has been started but 

not completed, it is the responsibility of the referring unit to ensure that the neonatal team in the 

receiving unit is aware of the need to start or continue ROP screening. 
 

• Infants requiring laser therapy / intraocular injection (anti VEGF) or surgery should be referred to 

the designated centre, where both surgical, anaesthetic and ITU capacity are available. 
 

•  Follow up should be undertaken in accordance with current RCOpth/RCPCH March 2022 guidance 

included in the TV & Wessex Retinopathy of Screening and Treatment Guidance. 

 

5.0 Appendices 
 

Appendix I: Wessex Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
Appendix 2: Thames Valley Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
Appendix 3: UHS Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
Appendix 4: QAH Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway  
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Appendix I: Wessex Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
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Appendix 2: Thames Valley Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway  
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Appendix 3: UHS Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
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Appendix 4: QAH Retinopathy of Prematurity pathway 
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