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Appendix C 
THAMES VALLEY MORPHINE TREATMENT FLOWCHART 
(Adapted from Royal Berkshire Oral Morphine Treatment Flow Chart) 

 

This is a guide only and may be individualised by the consultant according to the infant’s 
symptoms 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Score of 8 or more on 2 consecutive 
occasions over 4-6 hours 

Increase to 60micrograms/kg/4 
hourly 

Wean by 20micrograms/kg/dose 
every 24-48 hours (from maximum 
dose) 

When reaches 20micrograms/kg/6 
hourly change to 8 hourly for 24-48 
hours 

Score of 8 or more consecutively on 

2 further occasions 

Oral morphine solution 40 

micrograms/kg/4 hourly 
Reduce dose from 4 hourly to 6 
hourly 

Stable infant with score 6 or less for 
24 hours 

Increase to 80micrograms/kg/ 

4 hourly 

Score of 8 or more consecutively on 
2 further occasions 

When treatment stopped observe for 
24-48 hours 

Then 12 hourly for 24-48 hours 

Seizures should be treated according 

to local policy and cBNF 
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