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Appendix 2 

Appendix 1 

  Pulse Oximetry Screening for babies born in Hospital                          
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Test passed 

No further 

action. 

Routine care 

Test failed 

Urgent 

Paediatric 

assessment 

Either reading 90-

94% or difference 

3% or greater  
 

Examination by a 

doctor. If normal 

examination, 

repeat the test in 

1-2 hours 

(Test 3) 

Either reading 90-

94% or difference 

3% or greater  
 

If clinically well, 

repeat the test in 

1-2 hours (Test 2) 

Either reading 90-

94% or difference 

3% or greater  

 

Both readings 95% or 

higher and difference 

of less than 3% 

Either reading 

89% or less or 

baby 

symptomatic 

Fail Borderline Pass 

All newborns to be screened ideally between 4-12 

hours of age 

Right hand (pre-ductal) and either foot (post-ductal) saturations 
measured until consistent reading obtained (Test One) 

Test Positive = Test Failed 

Test Negative = Test Passed 

Comprehensive evaluation for causes of hypoxaemia. See 
algorithm for management of babies who fail pulse 

oximetry screening 

In the absence of non-cardiac findings to explain 

hypoxaemia refer for a diagnostic echocardiogram 

mailto:england.tv-w-neonatalnetwork@nhs.net
https://southernhealthnhsuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/catherine_lawry_southernhealth_nhs_uk/Documents/Desktop/www.neonatalnetworkssoutheast.nhs.uk

